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death overtaken him after he had seen the crowning
glory of his seventieth birthday celebrations (1892),
Li Hung-chang's career would probably have gone
down to history as that of the greatest of Chinese
statesmen. Posterity would naturally have attri-
buted China's subsequent humiliation to the with-
drawal o£ his guiding hand ; his forty years of almost
uninterrupted success would have justified belief in
his single-handed ability to avert disaster. As events
fell out, Li in his old age became dangerously exposed
to the rancour of his enemies, to the blame of his
wrathful countrymen, and the contemptuous criticism
of foreigners. Had it not been for the loyal friendship
and protection of the Empress Dowager, he would
assuredly have paid the death penalty in 1895. We,
who study his life's work to-day, know that neither
the height of his fame nor the depth of his misfortunes
was fully deserved, because Li at his best and at his
worst was essentially the result of an environment,
which no one-man power could ever hope to dominate
or to change. As a Chinese official, he was funda-
mentally true to type ; the circumstances, which for
a time led observers to forget this fact, were transient
and exotic * The force of circumstances which brought
him into world-wide and exceptional prominence
was a force not only beyond H$ control but also, in
many respects, beyond his apprehension.	*
It is well to remember, when we are inclined to
think of Li Htmg-chang as a statesman of Machiavel-
lian subtlety and deep wisdom, that, outside the
range of Confucian learning, his knowledge of men
and things was just as superficial and liable to error
as that of the average mandarin. It must also be borne
in mind that the real foundation of his successful

